
GALLERIA CONTINUA / Les Moulins presents L’eau 
sans rivière, a solo exhibition by Sislej 
Xhafa bringing together works created over 
more than two decades of artistic practice, 
new works conceived specifically for the 
occasion, and Le Village de l’ Imagination, 
a project developed with children and young 
people from the local community.

L’eau sans rivière unfolds as an exhibition in 
a constant state of transformation. Existing 
works, new productions, collective experiments 
and performances coexist within a shared 
environment, allowing the exhibition to evolve 
through the presence and participation of 
those who inhabit it.

At the heart of the exhibition is Le Village 
de l’Imagination. Over the course of several 
weeks, children and young people aged 5 to 
17 are invited to draw, paint, build, write, 
move, play and perform. Rather than following 
a predefined methodology, participants are 
encouraged to give form to what does not yet 
exist, drawing on their own observations, 
experiences and imagination.

The project is part of ART & FUTUR, a 
research programme dedicated to cultural 
mediation through ongoing and diverse forms 
of experimentation. Conceived to foster 
an encounter with art that goes beyond 
contemplation, ART & FUTUR offers children and 
members of the local community experiences 
that invite them to live art, feel it and 
become part of it. Le Village de l’Imagination 
extends this approach by making participation, 
experimentation and imagination essential 
components of the artistic experience.

The landscape of the gallery becomes both 
context and material. Wood, stones, leaves, 

earth, clay, water and found objects from 
the surrounding environment enter an open-
ended process of transformation. Materials 
are approached not only for what they are, 
but also for what they might become. Xhafa 
conceives Le Village de l’Imagination 
as a collective work, shaped by the 
encounters, gestures and contributions of 
its participants. Here, imagination becomes 
a form of knowledge, enabling us to observe 
and question the world through other possible 
forms.

Throughout the exhibition, familiar materials 
and everyday objects are displaced from their 
conventional functions. A watermelon becomes a 
self-portrait; a wheelbarrow becomes a Rocket 
Ship; iron takes the shape of flowers; a 
hammock becomes a territory suspended between 
rest and instability. Through simple gestures 
and unexpected associations, ordinary objects 
remain recognisable while becoming open to new 
meanings.

L’eau sans rivière evokes a substance without 
a predetermined course: something fluid 
that exists without being contained by an 
established direction. Within the exhibition, 
this image resonates with a process in which 
imagination is free to move, disperse and take 
unexpected forms. Rather than determining 
what should emerge, the project creates the 
conditions for discovery.

About the artist :

Born in Pejë, Kosovo, in 1970, Sislej Xhafa 
lives and works in New York. His practice 
investigates the social, economic, and 
political realities and complexities of 
contemporary society. Over the years, Xhafa has 
explored themes such as migration, tourism, 
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forced illegality, and economic and social 
inequalities, often through a minimal, ironic, 
and subversive language.

Working across sculpture, drawing, performance, 
and photography, Xhafa approaches everyday 
phenomena and social structures through 
unexpected gestures and situations, questioning 
established perceptions and systems.

In March 2022, Xhafa was appointed Honorary 
Academician of the Accademia di Belle Arti di 
Firenze.

In 2022, he founded ARKIV, the Institute of 
Contemporary Art, in Pejë, Kosovo. A public, non-
profit NGO located at the current public school 
‘Vaso Pash Shkodrani’, ARKIV serves as a platform 
for contemporary art and cultural exchange.

Xhafa represented Kosovo at the 57th Venice 
Biennale in 2017, and his work has been 
exhibited internationally at Palais de Tokyo in 
Paris, MAXXI in Rome, and the National Museum of 
Fine Arts in Havana. His latest work, under two 
sun, is currently presented as part of Gibellina 
Italian Capital of Contemporary Art 2026.

About GALLERIA CONTINUA : 

Founded in 1990 in San Gimignano by Mario 
Cristiani, Lorenzo Fiaschi, and Maurizio 
Rigillo, GALLERIA CONTINUA now operates in San 
Gimignano, Rome, Beijing, Paris, Les Moulins, 
Havana, and São Paulo.
 
The gallery pursues continuity between eras, 
celebrating the connection between past, 
present, and future through a commitment to 
shaping contemporary art. By occupying unique, 
historically rich spaces away from traditional 
circuits, the gallery has, over more than 
three decades, built a strong identity centered 
on artistic creation and cultural blending. 
Its various spaces around the world invite 
encounter and dialogue through artworks, 
offering a vision of beauty that is plural, 
joyful, cosmopolitan, and rich in influences. 
An emblematic site of industrial heritage on 
the outskirts of Paris, GALLERIA CONTINUA / 
Les Moulins is located in Boissy-le-Châtel, 
in the Grand Morin valley near Coulommiers. 
As the gallery’s first space in France, this 
monumental 30,000-square-meter site, with its 
unique character, has become an incubator for 
creation—giving rise to exceptional in situ 
productions and avant-garde projects, and 
launching a pioneering, unprecedented program 
in art education. Guided by this vision, 
GALLERIA CONTINUA / Les Moulins was established 
in the heart of the countryside, in a former 
paper factory, reflecting a strong desire for 
openness and engagement with new audiences. 
From the outset, the space was conceived as a 
site for experimentation and dialogue between 
contemporary art, industrial architecture, and 
the surrounding territory. 

It was also in this spirit that the Sphères 
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project was launched. For ten years, GALLERIA 
CONTINUA invited international galleries from 
five continents—such as White Cube, Hauser 
& Wirth, Galerie Chantal Crousel, Perrotin, 
Galleria Franco Noero, Thaddaeus Ropac, 
Yvon Lambert, Galerie Krinzinger, A Gentil 
Carioca, ATHR Gallery, Esther Schipper, M 
WOODS, Chatterjee & Lal, and many others—to 
co-create ambitious exhibitions. This program 
demonstrated that collaboration strengthens 
the cultural mission of the gallerist, which 
is above all a passion in service of art. Les 
Moulins also offers a daily mediation program, 
with formats adapted to all audiences—children, 
students, families, curious visitors—in order 
to support visits, encourage dialogue, and 
make contemporary art accessible to everyone. 
Because we believe that art can transform and 
empower, and that it should be shared with 
generosity and simplicity.

GALLERIA CONTINUA / Les Moulins
46 rue de la Ferté Gaucher, 77169 Boissy-le-Châtel 
+33 (0)1 64 20 39 50 | +33 (0)6 74 95 46 94
www.galleriacontinua.com 
Wed - Su 12.00pm-6.00pm and by appointment.
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ARMANCE COMMUNICATION / Marthe Neidhart, 
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